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2 CASES OF PACEMAKER DERMATITIS INDUCED BY BACKPACK STRAP FRICTION 
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The cause of pacemaker dermatitis is regarded as compression of the skin by generator itself. There are very few reports of pacemaker dermatitis apparently caused by external stimuli such as seatbelt injury. We previously reported pacemaker dermatitis on patient with no obvious risk factors and dermatitis was caused by backpack strap friction. Careful observation of patients of pacemaker infection who referred to our institute for device explantation, we found another pacemaker dermatitis with backpack strap friction. The patient was 71 year-old female without risk factors which previously reported such as diabetes, hypertension, dyslipidemia, chronic kidney disease or thin skin. Her device was almost completely exposed from pocket. Her injury site resembled our former reported case. Both cases had similar episode which they used heavy backpack in daily life. First case he used 5 to 10 kg backpack while walking 3 times in a week. Second case she was carrying 5kg of rice bag in few months each when she went shopping at supermarket. Both patients had similar alignment of injury which was upper site of device and lateral to bottom part of pocket where the backpack strap across.
There were no reports except ours about influence of backpack strap on pacemaker implanted patients. Here we report 2 cases of pacemaker dermatitis induced by backpack strap friction due to its clinical importance. It is astonishing that patient’s daily habit could cause serious complication after pacemaker implantation even in remote period. We should pay more attention to patient’s daily habits to avoid this preventable complication.

